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Often hidden amidst lines of code in the back-end levels of computer language, the database is hard to grasp, see, or ex-
perience. By positioning the database at the front-end of the user experience, new visual examinations and analysis emerge 
about data as a concept. Through the establishment of a closed (feedback) loop that reacts to external interference, the lines 
between ‘input’ and ‘output’ blur. Instead of the traditional printed material becoming the final outcome, it is instead fed back 
into the system as new input. The system’s sole purpose is to maintain the functioning of the database.

The Database was conceived to raise questions about the idea of systems. Particularly, it critiques the database as a system 
of order and knowledge. Databases have come to symbolise modes of algorithmic control in the age of big-data. The individ-
ual is reduced to a signifying number that will come to define them within the dataset. How we organise, store, access and 
use information is influenced by the structure of the database. The database reflects reality as much as it reinforces it.

In the Database interference to the system defines the content, which on the compartmental level has unique characteristics, 
but is ultimately unified and standardised upon its entrance to the database. The Database’s infrastructure is built upon the 
foundation of eight defined variables. Once a number is fed into the system, each of the figures correlates to a variable. The 
value attached to that figure dictates the input, and subsequently the content. This dynamic nature illustrates the degree to 
which any small change to a variable can drastically change the database as a whole.

This project aims to visualise the Database as truthfully and honestly as the format allows. The book has no cover or be-
ginning, making the viewer the ‘interference’ to the loop of data (imitating the form of the system itself). By including all the 
visual ways the Database can be seen (from the perspective of the user, the programmer and the computer), it reveals the 
rawness of a structure in which we have invested so much faith.
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